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KUALA LUMPUR: Yap Ah Loy’s

portrait will be immortalised in -

2,000 commemorative stamp sets.

The sets, honouring Yap Ah Loy

as the third “Kapitan Cina” of Kuala
Lumpur, have been Jaunched.
- They are the result of a partner-
ship between Pos Malaysia and a
committee comprising several
Chinese associations.

Launched in conjunction with
Yap’s 180th birthday, each set comes
in an envelope with an information
pamphlet about him and -five
stamps bearing his portrait. If the
stamps are well received, new
designs will be created every year.

Datuk Kevin Lai, who is the
memorial = ceremony organising
committee chairman, said the
objective is to preserve the history
of Yap’s contributions to Malaysia.

“We also want to promote his

name locally and internationally,”
said Lai during the launching of the
stamp sets at the Kuala Lumpur and
Selangor Chinese Assembly Hall
yesterday.

He revealed that discussions
were held between several Chinese
associations and Yap’s descendants
on building a museum in Serdang
to display items that had belonged
to Yap.

Yap Wai Ming, the great-great-
grandson of Yap, said the descend-
ants are happy that the stamps have
been launched.

“Many have forgotten the history
and contributions of this great man.
Without Yap Ah Loy, there will be
no Kuala Lumpur,” he said at the
ceremony.

The Kapitan Cina played an
important role in the development
of Kuala Lumpur, transforming it

from a tin mining town to a major
commercial centre in the 1800s.

His notable contributions include
helping to end the Selangor civil
war in 1873 and rebuilding town
buildings in what would be
Brickfields in 1881.

Yap, a Hakka from Huizhou, was

.born on March 14, 1837. He left

China for Malacca when he was 17
and arrived in Kuala Lumpur when
he was 25. He became Kapitan Cina
in 1868, the third one, and served
for 17 years until his death.

. Each stamp set costs RM20 and
can-be obtained from the Kuala
Lumpur and Selangor Chinese
Assembly Hall.
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In remembrance: Grace Yap,one of Yap Ah Loy's descendants, huldihg up
the commemorative stamp set.




