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Residents want quaIR of life'to |mpro‘\‘/e to reflect MPSJ’s new status

By BRENDA CH'NG and OH ING YEEN
metro@thestar.comemy

AFTER a five-year wait, Subang Jaya is one
step closer to becoming a city. This follows the
green light from the government for
the municipality to be upgraded to a city
coun

“We have approved Subang Jaya Municipal
Council’s (MPS]) application to become a city
and we are now waiting for the Federal
Government’s approval.

“Once approved, MPS] will be upgraded to

Subang Jaya City Council,” said state local gov-

ernment, public transport and new village
development committee chairman Ng Sze
Han.

Covering 16,180ha, MPSJ’s administration
covers Subang Jaya, Bandar Sunway, Putra
Heights, Seri Kembangan, Seri Serdang,
Pm:htmg as well as parts of Balakong and

Batu Tiga.

to the Statistics D the
‘population within its jurisdiction was 798,830
as of 2015.

In 1997, Subang Jaya was carved out from
the then Petaling Jaya District Council and
upgraded to become a municipality.

Ever since then, the urban township has
grown by leaps and bounds and has been
working towards: hecommg a city. It first
applied for city status in 2014.

City Council,
which achieved the status in 2006, and Shah
Alam City Council in 2010.

“Apart from MPS], the state has also
approved fm' Kuala Langat District Council
(MDKL) to be ipgraded to am\micipahtyand
We are now a]sn awaiting the Federal

Govemmenl’s approval,” said Ng.

He was speaking to reporters at an appreci-
ation ceremony for local authorities in the
state that achieved five stars for their perfor-
mance last year. The event was held at the
Selangor state secretariat in Shah Alam.

. Ngsaid Kuala Selangor District Council
(MDKS) had also submitted an application to
be upgraded but it was not approved.yet due

“to some improvements that still needed to be
mads

e. 3

“We set very high standards for this and
MDKS actually met the basic requirements
but we want to see more, such as the finan-
cial status, for le, is not good enough
yet,” he said before urging it to resubmit the
application next year.

Services must improve

Seri Kembangan village security and devel-
opment committee (JKKK) chairman Thong
Kim Fatt viewed the news of MPS] obtaining
city status positively.

“If MPS] can get city status, it means it has
the necessary amenities and services.

“Hopefully the city status can benefit resi-
dae]r‘\{s and we will get better services,” he
B

Lake Edge Residents Association (RA) sec-
retary Mariam Osman said MPS] would first
need to ensure its services reflected its new
city status.

“I would like for MPS] to have city status,
but it needs to improve its services.

“We see less frequent waste collection and
public cleaning and when we ask the con-
tractors, they say it is due to budget cuts.

“What is the point of having city status if
the council is incompetent in providing ser-

A bird's-eye
view of MPSJ
building and
surrounding
neighbour-
hoods. The
municipal
council's
application to
upgrade to city
council has
finally been
approved by
the Selangor
government.
— Filepic

services'

‘vices to taxpayers?” she asked.

Tt was previously reported that residents
‘were concerned about the possibility of high-
er assessment tax with the city status. .

On this, Mariam said, “I would not mind-
paying a little more if it means improved ser-
vices. We understand that labour cost has
gone up and that MPS] has not increased its
assessment tax in years.”

Subang Jaya Residents Association and
$817 Rukun Tetangga chairman AB Naicker
said becoming a city had its advantages but
many are not overjoyed at the news.

“Many of us are concerned that MPS] is

* not delivering its services as expected and

we are worried thatitisjusta status and it
might not hrmg any improvement to the res-
idents’ quality of

“Pm hoping I am wrrm.g and that the city
status means higher allocation from the gov-
ernment. And if the city status brings higher
assessment taxes, does that mean better ser-
vices if we are paying more?” he said.

This year, Selangor also created history
with all its 12 local councils ; recelving five
stars for their performance last year,
through the Federal Government’s Local
Government Star Raﬁng System under the
National Council for Local Government.

“For the first time ever, all local councils
here received five stars as compared with
2016, wherehy only 10 councils received five
stars,” said Ng.

The rating system which started in 2007 is
aimed at ensuring local councils nationwide
strive to operate more efficiently and offer
the best services to their stakeholders.

“I hope local councils will continue doing
their best and putting the people first and
tending to their needs,” said Ng.

Ng (front row, fourth from Ieft) with representatxves from local councils in Selangpr who received their flvestar rating certificate.
— RAJA FAISAL HISHAN/The Star
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Selangor’s
mobile parking
app how
covers KL

By YOSINI DEVI
metro@thestar.com,my v

° 'r(.&“"\ Y
MOTORISTS in Kudla Lumpur can now make
parking payments via the Smart Selangor
Parking (SSP) mobile app, which allows
motorists to pay for street parking via their
3 hones.

The integrated parking system is already
being used by seven local councils in Selangor
since it was introduced in July 1 last year.

“Now, Kuala Lumpur City Hall (DBKL) is on
board and is already integrated in this smart
parking app, making it more convenient for
users,” said state local government, public
fransport and new village development com-
mittee chairman Ng Sze Han.

He was speaking with reporters after
awarding all 12 local councils five stars in
accordance with the Federal Government’s
Local Government Star Rating System.

art from that, motorists can also use the
app to pay for “off-street parking”, which
nvolves private parking lots.

“For a start, we are working with a few pri-
vate operators in Petaling Jaya, and four of
the parking lots are now integrated with the
pp.
“Users will only need to scan a QR code
with their mobile app before entering the
parking lot to make payment,” he said.

Currently, the SSP app can be used at
Paramount and Asia Jaya LRT, Kelana Jaya
stadium and Atria hawker stalls parking lots.

In a bid to encourage more motorists to use
‘e app, there is a one-month promotion
starting now until Aug 9.

For every top-up of RM50 up to RM99 in the
app, users will receive an additional RM1
credit, RM3 credit for every RM100 to RM199
‘op-up, RMS for every RM200 to RM299 top-
ap, RM9 for every RM300 to RM399 top-up,
and RM12 for every RM400 to RM499 and.

ove.

Ng added that the smart parking app was
an alternative payment method for motorists
n addition to the coin or coupon system
which are still in use.

“We are now working to include more off-
street parking areas in the app,”he added.

SMART SELANGOR
PARKING
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Improving Your Parking
Experience
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fou can now use the Smart Selangor Parking
1pp to pay for parking in Kuala Lumpur.




