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MPAJ terap kesedaran jaga alam sekitar

PANDAN INDAH - Kerajaan Negeri
Selangor telah menyalurkan peruntukan
sebanyak RM20,000 untuk melaksanakan
Program Hari Alam Sekitar dengan sekolah-
sekolah di kawasan pentadbiran Majlis
Perbandaran Ampang Jaya (MPA]).

' Yang Dipertua MPAJ, Abd Hamid
Hussain berkata, kerajaan negeri turut
menyediakan peruntukan sebanyak
RM10,000 untuk sambutan Hari Kitar

- Semula MPAJ 2017.

“Pelbagai pengisian program telah
dilaksanakan oleh MPA] melalui Jabatan
Kesihatan Alam Sekitar dan Penjaja serta
Jabatan Pengurusan Sisa Pepejal dan
Pembersihan Awam " katanya. :

Menurutnya, MPA] juga giat
melaksanakan pameran berkaitan minyak
masak terpakai, pengkomposan sisa
makanan, dan pelbagailagi.

“Kita turut lancar Hari Kitar Semula.
Kita .mahu capai objektif iaitu beri
pendedahan kepada orang ramai
berkenaan kepentingan menjaga alam
sekitar dan kitar semula barangan
terpakai.

“Kita mahu sasarkan penuruan
karbon sebanyak 30 peratus menjelang
2030,” katanya dalam ucapan perasmian
Program Sambutan Hari Alam Sekitar -
dengan Sekolah-Sekolah di Kawasan
Pentadbiran MPA], di sini, semalam.
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This trader in Section 7, Shah Alam, says shé gives away used cooking oil for recycling instead of reusing them or dumping them into the drain.

‘Sticky situation with
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the capacity and the amount of oil,
fat and grease (FOG) they pro-
duce,” Dr san noted.

He said operating hours were
another important factor when

specifying the capacity, as round-
the-clock restaurants would
require grease traps with higher
capacities compared to smaller
operators.

FOG released into the drains clog
them and block water flow, result-
ing in flash floods besides attract-
ing rodems and other disease-car-
Tying pest

Dr Kaht.hasan pointed out that
training restaurant workers in how

“to handle and maintain grease

traps.was also necessary.

“Most of the restaurant opera-
tors and workers have no knowl-
edge on grease traps or FOG main-
tenance,” he said.

He is currently heading GEC's
efforts in helping to rejuvenate
Sungai Kelang and Sungai Gombak
under the River of Life project.

Another issue he highlighted
that needed to be looked into, was
‘what happened to the FOG that
‘was filtered out by the grease
traps, saying there was a lack of -
monitoring and enforcement by
the authorities in this area.

“Where is the oil going?

“If the council is collecting the oil
via vendors and contractors, is tax-

grease trap by-laws

Experts call for stricter rules in Selangor

payers’ money being used or are
the vendors themselves buying the
oil?” he questioned.

He said these issues had to be
clarified before the local authority
set up the grease trap and used-oil
projects,

A former Selangor local council
health director, on the other hand,
firmly believes that the system is to
be blamed for the failure of the *
grease trap project.

The ex-director, who declined to
be named, said the overlap of
responsibilities between depart-
ments was one of the main causes
of the project’s poor results.

“There are too many depart-
ments han issue.

“Grease traps should fall under
the purview of the Health
Department, which already moni-
tors food operators,” he reasoned.

The current system also resulted
in poor management of complaints
as well as monitoring duties.

“Every one tends to point fingers
at other departments for issues to
be resolved while departments
such as Planning, Enforcement,
Engineering and Building do not

Grease traps ensure water released into drains are free of fat, oil and grease.

have the expertise to handle the
problem.

“Is summonses to restau-
rants and food stalls that do not
comply with the ruling is just one
action.

“There has to be follow-ups,
‘which these departments do not
have the time to do.

“Tt is best to send out Health
officers who are already conduct-
ing checks on a daily basis,” he
elaborated.

However, when asked if there
were enough employees in the said *
department to conduct these
checks, the expert said an enforce-
ment team must be set up specifi-
cally for the Health Department.

At present, he said, local councils
have a larger number of personnel
in their enforcement team com-
pared to health officers.

He said a team should be placed
in the Health Department to be 5
trained.

“Health departments can train
the enforcement officers on things
to look out for, including the
requirements of the by-laws, so
they can go around conducting

room for

Dr Kalithasan says there
improvement where guidelines are
concerned.

checks,” he added.

As a word of advice to local
council heads, the former director
said the opinions of senior officers
and experienced staff should be
taken into account.

Meanwhile, council staff admit-

_ted that there were challenges

faced in the project’s execution.

Klang Municipal Council (MPK)
Urban Planning officer Ruzaana
Abdul Rahman said the council ini-
tiated the grease trap and used
cooking oil project in 2010 after
discovering that oil and foo Ke{a
cles were polluting Sungax
resulting in floods in several nelgh»
bourhoods there.

Despite the increasing amount of
used oil collected from year to
‘year, she said the council acknowl-
edged that there was still room for
improvement.

StarMetro recently reported that
only 80 out of 1,500 food operators
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in Klang had functioning grease
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DESPITE the challenges faced in %
ensuring food operators install i 5
grease traps, several local authori- In tI'!e River Bang
tles in SeSllingor are seeing encour- ers prolect, residents
aging results. B P
¥ increasing amouncofused  T@CeIVe training and
oil collected also means less grease 4 ’
v ends up in the drains, as well as bet- these rangers then
 The &fov tex awiareness among e public help us collect used
X ne ol € IMOore Succes: cam- s - -
Uiy paigns was Sepang Municipal oil in' their neighbour-
Council’s (MPSepang) project that
28 = l} 3 had successfu]lb);gmedll.\sedoﬂ . hood. 9
into Aedes Bio! d Fuel (ABBF) for
amosquito fogging formula, _ Ruzaana Abdul Rahman

Collecting some 1,700kg a month,
the oil collected under their
“Kutipan Minyak Masak Terpakai” services for the points collected,”
project is sent to the Forest said Ruzaana. -

Z Research Institute of Malaysia MPK was also mulling over the
The grease traps (FRIM) to be processed. plan to offer rebates for taxes,
placed under the The project was introduced at licensing fee and parking coupons
sinks ensure food high-rise residences through Joint as part of the reward system.
waste, grease and Management Bodies and at landed The reduced number of flash
oil do not flow into Pproperti their residi floods and clogged drains in these
the river, i associations.- areas was one of the success mark-

Klang Municipal Council (MPK) ers the council noted.
successfully involved its staff as ‘While MPSepang and MPK are
well as residents in its project while  confident about the success of their
continuously encouraging food Pproject, other local councils such as
operators. Kajang Municipal Council (MPKj),

MPK Urban Planning officer Ampang Jaya Municipal Council
Ruzaana Abdul Rahman said the -(MPAYJ), Petaling Jaya City Council
council started the project in 2010 and Subang Jaya Municipal Council
after realising that grease and food  are still assessing the effectiveness
waste were polluting Sungai Kelang.  of their efforts.

The council first reached out and MPA], for example, is putting
educated their own staff, followed together a grease trap campai ;
by food operators as they were the that was introduced via the River of
main contributors to river pollution  Life (RoL) project to rehabilitate

. in urban areas. : 110km of Sungai Kelang and Sungai

MPK also engaged residents Gombak from its current Class III-
through its River Rangers project.  Class IV water quality (not suitable

“We realised that the food and for body contact) to Class IIB (suita-
grease had formed layers in the ble for body and recreational usage)

ins, causing flood in three main 2020.
areas surrounding Sungai Pinang, The council has received a grant
Sungai Udang and Sungai Delek. worth over RM3mil for the entire
“So, we created the River Rangers  RoL project and is in the midst of
~ project for the three villages, where  upgrading grease traps in all its

the residents received trainingand  markets and hawker centres. 2
these ‘rangers’ then help us collect MPAJ managed to adhere to the
used oil in their neighbourhood,” state Drainage and Irrigation

said Ruzaana. Department’s recommendation of

MPK also worked with Universiti  less than 50mg/1 of fat grease and
Tenaga Nasional and companies, ~  oil in the water discharged into the
who drew up a collection schedule river.

 for the last Friday of every month. MPKj is on track with some

As the number of icipants *  7,221Kkg of used cooking oil collect-
increased, a system called EcoGen ed up to September this year
was created to help track success through companies.

45

began imposing installation of

There is still hope,
say local authorities

rate. The system also awarded

Its main focus is to expand the

reward points to registered users. Project to various sectors, including
“Those interested in exchanging residential areas, in the near future

their oil for reward points can doso  especially since the council has

by registering in this online system.  been receiving enquiries from the
“We offer various council public. ~

in this matter. .

traps. - However, the council hoped to grease traps as part of the business

“Food operators are reluctant to rectify the problem by reviewing licence requirements in 1993.
give up their used cooking oil. its by-laws. MBSA Waste Management and

. “They reuse the oil to such “We are mulling the idea of Public Cleansing Department direc-

extremes that the oil we collect can  immediately revoking the licence tor Mohd Azmi Amer Khan said
no longer beturned into biodiesel,”  of those found flouting the law,” despite its best efforts, the council g
she said. Ruzaana said, adding that the exist-  was still unable to garner optimum A

There were also operators who ing law stated that the fine for this  cooperation from certain quarters. -
refused to repair their malfunc- offence was RM1,000. “There are those who continue o
tioning grease traps as they consid- In Shah Alam, the maximum to dump oil into the drains. -
ered it a waste of money. fine for failing to install a grease “This is why we still get com- =

Ruzaana said only four restau- trap or for a malfunctioning con- plaints from residents. We really .
rants within MPK’s jurisdiction _traption is RM500. hope this mindset will change for ©  Ruzaana says MPK started the project in 2010 after discovering oil and food
were cooperating with the council Shah Alam City Council (MBSA) the benefit of all,” he added. - particles were polluting Sungai Kelang. = s
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