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Self-test kit for
pre-cervical
cancer screening
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newsdesk@thesundaily.com

KUALA LUMPUR: The
government is siepping up
efforts to have more women
go for pre-cervical cancer
screening using the simple
self-sampling kit.

Deputy Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Dr Wan Azizah

S

Wan Azizah sald she is
also heartened that private
companies like Etiga are
worlking with ROSE
(Removing Obstacles to
Cervical Screening) to offer
innovative solutions to
detecting human papilloma
(HPV) wvirus. “We hope
more companies will come
forward with such

Wan Ismail said: initiatives to benefit more
“Previously, we could only women,” she said.
detect cervical cancer Through this free

through the pap smear test
that requires women to
undress, which ‘may be
embarrassing for some, but
now all it takes is to have
vaginal swabs - taken with
the self-sampling kit - sent
to labs to get results,” she
said at the launch of the
Etiga free cervical
sCreening programme at
SMK Pandan Mewah
yesterday.

She said the government
is stepping up efforts to
have more women take pre-
cervical cancer screening
tests to prevent late
detection of cervical cancer.

She said cervical cancer
is the third most common
cancer in women after
breast cancer and
colorectal cancer and
should be taken seriously.

cervical screening
programme, 6,000 women
fromm the B40 group
nationwide are given the
ldts. All they have to do is to
take a wvaginal swab
privately, and have it sent to
the lab. They will kmow the
results in two weels.

Wan Azizah said ithe
government, through the
National Population and
Family Development
Board, is also offering HPV
DNA tests for women.
Participants can get their
resulis within a month.

“The government -is
setting aside RM7 million
for this purpose,” she said.

She said 14,875 women’
have taken the HPV DNA
test from January to July at
the board’s Klinik Nur
Sejahtera.




