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To date, 178 countries and territories have pledged their support towards WWF's Earth Hour campaign. — filepic

Taking Earth Hour
beyond 60 minutes

Still plenty to be done to ensure consistency in
environmentally conscious attitude and habits

By MELIZARANI T.SELVA
melizarani@thestar.com.my

ONCE a year on March 25, national
landmarks and households switch
off their lights for one hour, from
8.30pm to 9.30pm, in support of
Earth Hour.

This year marks the 10th
anniversary of the annual initiative
by World Wide Fund for Nature
(WWF) which began in Sydney,
Australia.

To date, 178 countries and terri-
tories across seven continents have
pledged their support towards the
programme.

In Malaysia, Earth Hour was
spearheaded by WWF-Malaysia on
March 31, 2009, with an inaugural
event switching off all non-essen-
tial lights in buildings nationwide,
including the Petronas Twin
Towers.

Consecutive years saw hotels
and ing malls switching off

Hour logo to signify the campaign’s
evolution beyond the hour.

“For example, instead of only
turning off their lights for that one
hour, people can actively practise
simple things such as refusing
i products or things

 their lights and creating supporting

events, such as night walks and
candlelit dinners, to commemorate
the hour.

Ten years on, the question
remains — how effective is Earth
Hour?

‘An answer would require a look
at what is being done on the state,
city, organisation, household and,
finally, individual levels.

The campaign

'WWF Malaysia executive
director and chief executive officer
Datuk Dr Dionysius Sharma said

‘wrapped in excessive packaging
and demand for sustainable
options, during their shopping trips
every other day,” he said.

In 2016, WWF-Malaysia
launched the Earth Hour City.
Challenge (EHCC) to engage cities
in Malaysia to minimise the effects
of climate change.

Last year, four Malaysian cities
participate in the EHCC - Kuching
Utara, Malacca, Petaling Jaya and
George Town.

Petaling Jaya City Council won
the EHCC two years in a row as it
continued to work on its target of
reducing its carbon footprint by

Earth Hour this year ought to run a
postmortem to gauge the effective-
ness of what they had done.

“Ask questions such as ‘What did
we really achieve?’, and ‘What
more can we do?”

“If something seems to work, for
instance, changing all the light-

“bulbs to LED bulbs, the team

should make recommendations
on how the organisation can
collectively save energy.

“The point is to ensure that we
are living Earth Hour every hour,”
he said.

Playing our part

‘While WWF-Malaysia continues
its green work on the macro level,
homegrown environmental
non-governmental organisation
EcoKnights, which was founded in
2005, focused its efforts on instill-

the hour was proven to be a signifi- 25% from 2014 to 2018. ing environmentally conscious atti-
cant way of drawing ion to i ius said unlike i tudes within micro communities.
climate change and allowing envi- and buildi itchi: Operating a 24-hour, seven-day-
ronmental initiatives to gain off their lights, WWF-Malaysia was  a-week recycling centre in 41,
momentum. able to follow up with indivi Lorong Bur in Helmi 11,
“When we see the Petronas Twin  cities on their pledges. Taman Tun Dr Ismail, EcoKnight
Towers with all its lights switched “Tt is difficult to tell if the 1,000 reaches out to communities and
off for one hour, it has a physical people who participated in the entrepreneurs to educate them on
impact on people. g Earth Hour Night Walk will walk envir issues and sustai
“Over time, people are eager to the talk after the event. Dle lifestyle.

participate in switching off the
lights in their households because
it makes them feel good to do their
part in a small way.

“Once we have their attention,
'we use it to get them further
involved beyond the hour.

“That is why in 2011, we incor-
porated the plus sign into the Earth

Copyright © 1995-2017 Star Media Group Berhad (ROC 10894D)

“What we can do is focus on the
green initiatives by local authori-
ties and follow-up on the pledges
they have made.

“What we cannot do is follow-up

ith individual participants,” he
added.

Dionysius said every organisa-
tion that decides to take part in

Founder and president Yasmin
Rasyid said the inconsistent imple-
mentation of green initiatives on a
national level had a trickle down
effect on the community.

“Every time a new minister is
elected, a new green campaign is
launched.

“Each programme costs a lot of

STARMETRO, THURSDAY 23 MARCH 2017

money, easily RM10mil minimum.
But who does a green audit of
these initiatives?

“We have some of the best
policies, but the implementation
and enforcement is poor.

“Every time a new business is
formed, it makes an impact on the
environment because it is deplet-
ing resources and using up energy.

“What we need is good enforce-
ment and public pressure, so that
people understand that not using
plastic bags and harvesting rainwa-
ter, for instance, are here to stay.
Human behaviour does not change
overnight,” she said.

‘With information on green
initiatives easily available online,
the role of an NGO should not be as
pertinent as it used to be.

“My vision is for EcoKnights to
be obsolete. If we are no longer
needed, it means that we have
been successful in ensuring that
everyone is able to look after the
environment and apply what they
know in recycling and composting.

“Unfortunately, I do not see that
happening soon and, as I say this,
more environmental NGOs are
being formed and registered in
Malaysia.

“This shows that we still have a
lot of work to do, in terms of mak-
ing people react more strongly to
environmental issues and play
their part,” she said, adding that
although Earth Hour. was a success-
ful communication effort, a lot
more could be done that just
switching off the lights for an hour.

Centre for Environment,
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Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia students taking part in the Earth Hour cam-
paign on campus grounds last year. — filepic

Switch off
electrical items
and remove
plugs from the

Refﬁse item

with extra
packafin such
as individually
packed juice
boxes.

Always
read the labels
to know its shelf
life, certified
organic or
energy

Yasmin says the

in educating the
people on basic
recycling and
composting
should not be as
pertinent simply
because people
are already

know-how.

Have short
showers within
four to eight
minutes at
moderate water
pressure.

Learn how
to compost
and harvest

rainwater

efficient.

©The Star Graphics

Technology and Development
Malaysia (Cetdem) executive
director Anthony Tan saw the hour
as an opportune time to educate
families on how to contribute as a
household.

“Climate change is not a sexy
topic. Our job is to bring the mes-
sage across in the most interesting
‘way so that people realise that we
can’t reverse the damage done, but
there is still time for us to do some-
thing about it. ;

“People also often think that
environment means their external
surroundings, or outside their
home, when actually the environ-
ment is everything that we are liv-
ing in,” he said.

“Simple things such as switching

off electrical items when they are
not in use and using energy effi-
cient products go a long way.

“For instance, a regular iron uses
750W while a steam iron uses
about 2000W of energy because it
has a water boiler built in.

“The problem with consumers is
that they would rather buy the
steam iron simply because they are
lazy to spray water on their clothes
while ironing.

“Instead of burning fuel and
increasing carbon emissions by
driving to Kuala Lumpur to see the
Petronas Twin Towers with its
lights off, we should spend Earth
Hour with our families to plan out
the simple changes we can make in
our own home.”

role of EcoKnights

equipped with the

o

Shots of the Kuala Lumpur cityscape before and after Earth Hour in 2015. — filepic

Tan sees the hour as an opportune
time to educate families on how
they can contribute as a household.

I i 4 ;
The various features at EcoKnights Headquarters, such as mobile phone

recycling, composting buckets, a fish pond and a community garden that
operates round the clock.

Dr Sharma says the hour has proven
to be a significant way of drawing
attention to climate change.
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MUAH PUDALI (kiri) dan Shah Fitri (kanan)
dibawa ke Mahkamah Shah Alam semalam
atas pertuduhan menerima rasuah untuk

" melindungi pusat urut haram di Puchong,

Selangor pada 2015. ;

Dua penguat 53,7+
kuasa MPSJ 7.,
didakwa terima
rasuah lindungi

rumah urut haram

DUA bekas pembantu penguat kuasa
Maijlis Perbandaran Su| Jaya

MPSJ) dihadapkan ke Mahkamah
gesyen di Shah Alam semalam atas
tuduhan menerima rasuah bagi
melindungi pusat urut haram dua
tahun lalu.

Kedua-dua tertuduh, Shah Fitri Abd.

- Hali, 30, dan Muah Pudali Shukor,
37, bagaimanapun mengaku tidak
bersalah selepas pertuduhan ke atas
mereka dibacakan oleh jurubahasa
guhhl;lamahﬂ i hadapan Hakim Rozilah
alleh.

Mereka didakwa menerima suapan
berjumlah RM800 daripada seorang
wanita dikenali sebagai Chris sebagai
upah tidak mengambil tindakan

nguatkuasaan terhadap Pusat

rut Shui Xian Beauty and Spa yang
terletak di Puchong, Selangor.

: »LAPORAN DI MUKA 8
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Mengaku tidak salah atas pertuduhan terima suapan untuk lindungi pusat urut haram

2 penguat kuasa MPSJ didakwa
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HAH ALAM - Dua
bekas pembantu
penguat kuasa Ma-
jlis Perbandaran Subang
Jaya (MSPJ) dihadapkan
ke Mahkamah Sesyen di
sini semalam. atas tudu-
han menerima rasuah bagi
melindungi pusat urut
haram dua tahun lalu.
Kedua-dua  tertuduh,
Shah Fitri Abd. Hali, 30,
dan Muah Pudali Shu-
kor, 37, bagaimanapun
mengaku tidak bersalah
selepas pertuduhan ter-
hadap mereka jurubahasa
mahkamah di hadapan
Hakim Rozilah Salleh.
Mengikut  pertuduhan,
kedua-dua mereka yang
ketika kejadian berjawatan
Pembantu Penguat Kuasa
MPSJ dan bertugas di ba-
hagian  penguatkuasaan
cawangan Zon Puchong
didakwa menerima suapan

MUAH PUDALI (kiri) dan Shah Fitri (kanan) dibawa ke
Mahkamah Shah Alam semalam atas pertuduhan menerima
rasuah untuk melindungi pusat urut haram pada 2015.

berjumlah RM800 daripada
seseorang wanita dikenali
sebagai Chris sebagai upah
tidak mengambil tindakan
penguatkuasaan terhadap
Pusat Urut Shui Xian Beau-
ty and Spa yang beroperasi
secara haram di Puchong.
Pusat urut berkenaan
beroperasi tanpa lesen
pusat kecantikan atau
perniagaan di bawah Un-
dang-Undang Kecil Pusat

Kecantikan Dan Penjag-
aan Kesihatan MPSJ 2013.
Kesalahan itu didakwa
dilakukan di  hadapan
restoran Al-Mehraj be-
ralamat No 2, Jalan Put-
eri 5/2, Bandar Puteri
Puchong pada pukul 7.15
malam, 30 Julai 2015.
Shah Fitri dan Muah Pu-
dali masing-masing telah
ditamatkan perkhidmatan
pada Disember 2015 dan

DI hadapa
* Shah Fitri dan Muah Pudali didakwa menerima rasuah RM800
daripada seorang wanita pada 30 Julai 2015. @

November 2016.

Shah Fitri diwakili pe-
guam bela, Nor Azri Mohd.
Arif manakala Muah Pu-
dali tidak diwakili peguam.

Shah Fitri yang berdepan
tiga lagi pertuduhan lain
turut mengaku tidak ber-
salah menerima suapan
berjumlah  keseluruhan
RM3,000 daripada wanita
yang sama.

Dia didakwa melakukan

Penolong pegawai pihak berkuasa

I

|

|

|

\

|

| SHAH ALAM - Seorang peno-
long pegawai seni bina Majlis Per-
bandaran Subang Jaya (MPSJ)
didakwa di Mahkamah Sesyen di
sini semalam atas tuduhan men-
erima rasuah berjumlah RM4,500
pada Jun tahun lalu.

’ Tertuduh, Mohd. Suffian Ma-

| hamad Idris, 37, bagaimanapun

| mengaku tidak bersalah selepas

| pertuduhan terhadapnya dibaca-

kan jurubahasa mahkamah di ha-

dapan Hakim Rozilah Salleh.
Mengikut pertuduhan, Mohd.

| Suffian yang merupakan peno-
long pegawai seni bina di Jabatan

dap syarikat AHF Industries Sdn.
Bhd. yang melakukan kesalahan di
bawah Seksyen 72 Akta Jalan, Parit
dan Bangunan 1974 iaitu meruntuh
atau memindahkan bangunan yang
tidak dibenarkan.

Kesalahan itu didakwa dilakukan
di bilik mesyuarat syarikat AHF In-
dustries Sdn. Bhd., No 5, Jalan USJ
1/31, Taman Subang Permai, Su-
bang Jaya pada pukul 2.30 petang,
20 Jun tahun lalu.

Dia didakwa di bawah Seksyen 17
(a) Akta Suruhanjaya Pencegahan
Rasuah (SPRM) 2009 yang mem-
per:ur}tukkan hukuman penjara

Bangunan MPSJ didak meneri-
ma suapan wang tunai berjumlah
RM4,500 sebagai dorongan untuk
tidak mengambil tindakan terha-

um 20 tahun atau denda
tidak kurang daripada lima kali
ganda nilai suapan atau RM10,000
yang mana lebih tinggi jika sabit

Uorms
kesalahan.

Pendakwaan dikendalikan oleh
Timbalan Pendakwa Raya SPRM,
Abdul Rashid Sulaiman manakala
tertuduh diwakili peguam bela,
Mokhzani Harris Yusof.

Mahkamah kemudiannya mem-
benarkan tertuduh diikat jamin se-
banyak RM8,000 dengan seorang
penjamin selain menetapkan 17
April depan sebagai tarikh sebutan
semula kes.

Tertuduh membayar wang jami-
nan berkenaan.

MOHD. SUFFIAN (tengah) didakwa di
Mahkamah Sesyen Shah Alam semalam -
atas pertuduhan menerima rasuah
Ibelarjumlah RM4.500 pada 20 Jun tahun
lalu.

Al-Mehraj, Bandar Puteri Puchong inilah

kesalahan itu di lokasi
yang sama iaitu restoran
Al-Mehraj selain di stesen
minyak Petron yang be-
ralamat Lot 17213 Bandar
Puchong Jaya, Batu 9,
Off Jalan Puchong antara
pukul 3.10 petang hingga
11.55 malam pada 25 Mei, 1
Julai dan 16 Oktober 2015.

Kesemua  pertuduhan
itu didakwa mengikut
Seksyen 17(a) Akta Su-

eng?;ggnwdituduh makan suap

ruhanjaya Pencegahan
Rasuah Malaysia (SPRM)
2009 yang memperun-
tukkan hukuman penjara
maksimum 20 tahun atau
denda tidak kurang dari-
pada lima kali ganda nilai
suapan atau RM10,000
mengikut mana lebih ting-

. gi jika sabit kesalahan

Pendakwaan  dikenda-
likan oleh Timbalan Pen-
dakwa Raya SPRM, Hazi-
rah Azeman.

Rozilah kemudian mem-
benarkan Shah Fitri diikat
Jjamin sebanyak RM15,000
hagi kesemua pertuduhan
dihadapinya manakala
wang jaminan Puah Pu-
dali ditetapkan sebanyak
RM8,000.

Kedua-dua tertuduh
membayar ikat jamin
berkenaan.

Mahkamah turut me-
netapkan 24 April depan
sebagai tarikh sebutan se-
mula kes.




