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No let-up: An Ampang Jaya Municipal Council officer fogging a neighbourhood in Taman Bukit Permai, Ampang as part of the 'Lorong Belakang Bebas Aedes’ programme. The Selangor government
and its state agencies are stepping up efforts to deal with the dengue epidemic as the number of cases remains high. — P. NATHAN/The Star

Still on dengue alert

Although the number of dengue cases in Selangor has dropped by 11.6% compared
to last year, authorities are concerned as there are 13 hotspots in the state with 466
cases reported last week. > 2&3



2 News

STAR METRO INFO BASE

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT

ARKIB NEGARA 03-6209 0600
BANK NEGARA 03-2698 8044
CUSTOMS 03-7806 7200
FIRE & RESCUE 03-8892 7600
IMMIGRATION 03-8880 1000
INCOME TAX 1-800-88-5436
JABATAN ALAM SEKITAR  03-8889 1972
JAKIM 03-8886 4000
IPA 03-8000 8000
JPN (KL) 03-6201 1106
JPN (P)) 03-7956 2634
JPH(KL) 03-4145 0800
JPJ (SELANGOR) 03-5566 9595
JKR (PETALING) 03-78392400
JKR (FT) 03-92875436

KLSE — BURSA M'SIA 03-2026 5099
MANPOWER DEPT — /TR  03-8886 5555

METEOROLOGY 03-7967 8000
MIDA 03-2267 3633
MIMOS 03-8995 5000
POS MALAYSIA - 1-300-300-300
_ REGOF BUSINESS 03-4043 0811
REG OF COMPANIES 03-2299 4400
ROYAL CUSTOMS 03-87766575
SHRIM 03-5544 6000
s0cs0 03-4264:5000
EPF
HEAD OFFICE 03-2694 6566
CALL CENTRE 03-8922 6000
CHERAS 03-92003304
GOMBAK 03-61850780
KAIANG 03-8737 5223
KEPONG 03-62589521
KLANG 03-3325 1626
PETALING JAYA 03-8922 6000
PUDU 03-20786788
WANGSA MAJU 03-4149 9499
SHAH ALAM 03-55192155
HOSPITALS
TUN HUSSEIN ONN 03-7718 1488
NATIONAL EYE HOSPITAL
UM MEDICAL CENTRE ~ 03-7949 4422
SERDANG HOSPITAL ~ 03-8947 5555
PUTRAJAYAHOSPITAL ~ 03-83124200
TENGKU AMPUAN 03-3375 7000
RAHIMAH HOSPITAL
INSTITUT JANTUNG 03-2617 8200
SHAH ALAM HOSPITAL  03-5526 3000
GHKL 03-26156391
SELAYANGHOSPITAL ~ 03-61263333
RADIO/TAXI SERVICE
PUBLIC CAB 03-6259 2020
COMFORT 03-80240507
KLTEKS! 017-2733372
RADIO TAXI 03-9221 7600
SAUJANA 03-2162 8888
SUPERCAB 1-300-888-294
SUNLIGHT 03-9057 5757
CITYLINE 03-92222828
TELETAXI 03-91318080
WIRA CAB 0321443630
POLICE STATIONS
PETALING JAYA HQ 03-7966 2222
BUKIT AMAN HQ 03-2266 2222
DAMANSARAUTAMA  03-77222222
SEA PARK 03-7874 2222
SELANGORPOLICEHQ ~ 03-55145222
SHAH ALAM 03-55202222
SGBULOH 03-6156 1222
KOTA DAMANSARA 03-6142 2222
TAMANTUNDRISMAIL ~ 03-77286222
SG WAY 03-7875 2222
AMPANG 03-42897419
BRICKFIELDS 03-90516222
CHERAS 03-9284 2222
DANG WANGI 03-20702222

Residents clearing up rubbish around their neighbourhood in Taman Bukit Permai, Ampang to get rid of potential mosq

P. NATHAN/The Star

uito breeding grounds. — Photos:

Stamping out the scourge

Selangor earmarks extra RM5mil on war against dengue in 2018
after recording the most number of cases in the country this year

PKD Hulu Langat's dengue control strategies include a 12-week programme
on how to search and destroy mosquito breeding grounds.

Drains that
are blocked
with potted
plants make it
more difficult
for cleaning
works to take
place.
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By SHALINI RAVINDRAN
shaliniravindran@thestar.com.my

_ MORE control and preventive

measures are being taken by local

authorities and government agen-

cies in reducing the number of

dengue cases as figures remain
igh in S i

The state recorded the most
number of dengue cases compared
to other states, in the country, as at
Dec 15 with 43,846 cases, followed
Dby Johor (7,630) and Kuala Lumpur
(7,577).

‘While the figure is a 11.6% drop
compared to the same correspond-
ing period in 2016, state agencies
‘warn that public apathy could lead
to a rise in these figures.

Mohammad Hanapi Jusoh, who
is senior secretary to State Health,
‘Welfare, Women and Family
Affairs Committee chairman Dr
Daroyah Alwi, said the state gov-
ernment’s focus was to check on
areas with high potential for den-
gue transmission.

“A popular misconception is that
Tubbish dumps are where mosqui-
toes are most likely to breed. But
this only true for 11% to 13% of
the time.

“Most times, construction sites,
abandoned lots and public spaces
are where these breeding grounds
are found,” he said.

Hanapi said that even with the
high figures, there had been a
downward trend of dengue cases
over the past several months with
week 48 recording the lowest fig-
ures in the state since 2014.

“During that week, there
were only 418 dengue cases
recorded compared to last year
where the lowest number record-
ed case was 512.

“There are currently 13 dengue

hotspots in Selangor with 466 cases'

reported at week 49,” he said dur- .

ing an event in Pandan Indah on
the appointment of Ampang Jaya
Municipal Council (MPA]) council-
lors in the Dengue Action
Committee (MTD).

There are 24 zones in the munic-
ipality and each zone chairman
will lead the MTD squad.

In 2016, RM1.5mil was allocated
under the Selangor budget for the
prevention and control of dengue.

‘This figure was increased to
RM5mil this year and an addition-
al RM5mil has been allocated for
2018.

As part of the state efforts to
combat the epidemic, Hanapi said
RM2.66mil has been allocated to
be distributed to the 12 local coun-

“The budget was used to intensi-
fy control and prevention activities
by using pest control operators.

“This year, we also worked with
Selangor assemblymen where 56
of ther received RM10,000 each,”
he said adding that the Petaling,
Hulu Langat, Gombak and Klang
district and land offices received
RMS50,000 each.

Five other district and land offic-
es namely Sepang, Hulu Selangor,
Kuala Selangor, Kuala Langat and
Sabak Bernam were allocated
RM30,000 each to fight the dengue
menace.

Efforts by state agenciés

For the message to reach the
community, the Hulu Langat
District Health Office (PKD Hulu
Langat) has started dengue control
strategies through several initia-
tives including source reduction,
search and destroy and gotong-roy-

ong.
PKD Hulu Langat Vector Unit
chief Dr Rosilawati Salleh said to
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Dengue hotspots in Selangor
(week 49/ 2017)

Locality -

SP5, Taman Serdang
Perdana, Seri Kembangan

Jalan BB2, Taman Banting
Baru, Banting.

Drains such as this are ideal mosquito breeding spots as it has clean stagnant water. Regular clean up is
needed to ensure that garden debris from the drains are cleared.

To combat dengue, constant clean-ups are needed as even leaves and roots
can become Aedes breeding sites.

educate residents, a 12-week pro-
gramme was initiated to teach
them how to search and destroy
mosquito breeding grounds.

“During the first week, a mega
gotong-royong is held with the
local council, resident associations
and residents.

“From week two to 11, residents
are required to do a gotong-royong
at each road in the nelghhour-
hood.

“During week five to 10, the _
local council and health office will
conduct checks, especially at
homes of residents who did not
participate in the programme,” she
said when met at one such gotong-
royong in Taman Bukit Permai,

Ampang. :

She added that since January,
PKD Hulu Langat conducted the
programme in 25 areas, primarily
in the Cheras and Kajang districts.

“We focus on areas where there
has been a dengue outbreak.

“For example, Taman Bukit
Permai was one of the locations.

“The area had three hotspot epi-
sodes with 44 cases reported this
year,” she said, adding that three
more neighbourhoods had been
identified for the programme by
the year end.

During the gotong-royong, they
look for mosquito-breeding
grounds, take water samples to
check for larvae, spray larvicide
and fog the areas.

MPA] Health Department direc-
tor Dr Sarodin Shahri said the
present approach to dengue con-
trol was more reactive than pre-
ventive.

®»

However, MPA] hoped to turn them at the back lanes.
this around with several pre-emp- “If the owners reclaim them,
tive efforts. they will be slapped with a com- .
One of these efforts was the pound notice,” he said.
Ecosystem team approach, intro-
duced last year by Dr Daroyah, to = gk
Sibtdee Community Participation
Dr Sarodin said this was an The state government and local
on-the-ground method where sev- councils say that community
eral teams of officers were sta- involvement was the catalyst to
tioned at specific constituencies. turning around the dengue situa-
“The officers need to be familiar ﬁon
and well with residents’ partici-

of their respective ecosystem as
well as identify problematic locali-
ties.

“They are trained to identify
localities at risk by spotting condi-
tions such as open land, aban-
doned houses, blocked

patmn, one of the measures taken
is the setting up of the
Communication for Behavioural
Impact (Combi) teams and dengue
squads involving residents associa-
tions, govemment agencies, pri-

An Ampang
Ja

Municipal
% Council

“Before, we would get reports on
more than three dengue cases a
week, but now we hear about
them once every other week or
50,” he said.

‘While residents were playing a
role to combat dengue, councillors
were also stepping up their
involvement as MTD zone chair-

man.

Shouldering the responsibility as
MTD zone chairman makes the
councillors accountable for their
zones.

MPA]J councillor Ahmad Sabri
Abu Bakar said he would discuss
an action plan with the resident
leaders.

“l.n Bukit Antarabangsa, the

common public areas, construction
sites and stores,

“Once determined, the informa-
tion will be channelled to the rele-
vant agency for further action,” he
explained.

In MPAJ, there are four teams
including one team from PKD Hulu
Langat.

He added that they hoped to
introduce the Ecosystem teams at
53 schools in the

i{ t nmental
urgamsauon
Through the setting up of these

teams, the state government hopes
to increase awareness and commu-
nity involvement in dengue pre-
vention activities.

MPA] Zon 8 Combi team commit-
tee member Stephen Lee said one
of their roles was to act as “first

is controlled. However,
constant maintenance is needed
as there is a lot of greenery and

leaves and roots are not cleared,

- they can become breeding areas.

“We are also increasing clean up
efforts and awareness pro-
grammes next year,” he said.

Councillor Ahmad Fauzi Mohd
Kamis plans to set up more Combi

The council is also com:emraung
in clearing up back lanes via the
“Lorong Belakang Bebas Aedes
(Lobba)” programme.

‘However, Dr Sarodin said resi-
dents who illegally fenced up their
back lanes were making it more
difficult for clean-up work to take
place.

“When carrying out clean-up
activities, we will confiscate items
belonging to residents if they store

the number of cases in Pekan
Ampang, Taman Nirwana, Pandan
Indah and Pandan Jaya.

“The areas we cover has a large
concentration of people.

I in a de teams I \g residents who
“We encourage residents tolook  were interested in tackling the
for 1g grounds dengue problem.
-within their compound. “The awareness on how to eradi-
“This is not easy as most people cate dengue is still low in places
tend to turn a blind eye when it like Kampung Pandan.
does not affect them,” he said. “But, if the message comes from
Lee said since the team had someone they know who is
been active for the past two years, involved in the Combi team, it will
there was a signi be more ,” he said.

He hoped that some allocation
would be channelled to the MTD to
hold awareness programmes,
equip workers with protective gear
and to buy abate.

TRAFFIC MATTERS -

® About 450m of the right-most lane of
Jalan Raya Satu from Dataran Mutiara
until Jalan Raya Tiga in front of Tenaga
Mahir Driving School (both bound) is
closed until Dec 31, from 9.30am until
4,30 pm and from 10pm until 5am to
facilitate piloting of underground utilities
at Jalan Raya Satu until Jalan Raya Tiga.
Qne lane will be open.

® There will be a medium-term partial
lane closure on Jalan Kuantan next to SK
Jalan Kuantan 1 towards Persiaran
Kuantan until Jan 18. A 10m stretch of
the road will be closed to facilitate MRT
works.

® A 200m intermittent fane closure on
the right lane along Jalan Putra Permai
for both Puchong and Serdang-bound
traffic will be ongoing until Jan 31 from
10pm to 5am daily. One lane will be
made available for motorists both ways
during the closure. For details, visit
WAWWL.mymIrt.com.my or Www.mym-
rt-underground.com.my, and call 1-800-
82-6868.

® There will be a road closure by EKVE
Sdn Bhd on the right lane in both direc-
tions of Silk Highway, at KM 12, Sungai
Long until March 20. This is to facilitate
the construction of a bridge for the EKVE
Highway. Road users are advised to
observe the signage and drive carefully.
For details, call 1-300-88-3583

LICENCE RENEWAL 5

® The closing date to renew licences
expiring on Dec 31, with Shah Alam City
Council, is Jan 1, 2018. There wiill be an
activation fee of RMS0 after the date for
business and dog licences, and RM100
for industrial licence. For details, call
03-55105133 ext. 1403/1485/1702.

® Subang Jaya Municipal Council (MPS])
is opening counters for renewal of busi-
ness and advertising licences at the MPS)
headgquarters until Jan 5, 2018, as well as
the Bandar Puteri branch in Puchong and
MPS}'s stadium branch in Serdang Jaya
from Nov 21 to Jan 5, 2018, Licences can
also be renewed online. For details, visit
WWW.MpS).gov.my

DISCOUNT ON SUMMONSES
Kuala Lumpur City Hall is offering dis-
counts on summonses for motorists
until Feb 28, 2018, There will be a flat
rate of RM20 for motorcycle summons-
es, RM30 for cars and RM50 for heavy
vehicles, such as lorries and buses. The
public are advised to settle pending
sumnmonses to-avoid having their vehi-
cles blacklisted by JP). Payment can be.
made at any DBKL counter.

SIRIM OPEN DAY

Sirim Open Day will be held tomorrow at
its headquarters in Section 2, Shah Alam
from 9.30am to 5.30pm. The industrial
research agency will showcase its tech-
nology, products and services to the
public. Visitors will have the opportunity
‘to visit Sirim's research and testing labs
as well, Other interactive programmes
include talks as well as technology-re-
lated topics such as 3D-printing tech-
nology, Industry 4.0 and green technolo-
gy. There will also be make-up demon-
strations, colouring and drawing con-
tests forchildren, a food truck park and
buskers corner for visitors. For details,
visit www.sirim.my

CALENDARS FOR SALE

® Suriana Welfare Society Malaysia is
looking for corporate and group volun-
teers to purchase next year's desktop
calendars to support them in funding
their work. The calender is RM15 each.
For details, call 012-202 7600 (Scott)/
012-314 1100 (James) or Visit www.
facebook.com/SurianaWelfareSociety/
® Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals Selangor is selling its 2018
diaries and calendars of its dogs and
cats. Each calendar is priced at RM25
while it is RM35 for the diary when pur-
chased at SPCA office or events, with
additional charges if ordered online and
delivery charges. For details; call
03-4256 5312 or emalil gifts@spca.org.
my
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MANGSA yang sesat

®&t&a mendoki Bukit

Tabsir diternui’semsla
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3 remaja sesat di Bukit Tabur ditemui
Tiga remaja yang sesat ketika ~ Penyelamat Ampang

anggota dari Balai Bomba dan

mendaki Bukit Tabur, Hul dikerahkan ke lokasi kejadian.
Klang di sini, kelmarin, “Sebaik tiba di lokasi
ditemui selamat oleh anggota  kejadian, kami dimaklumilan
bomba di kawasan puncak tiga remaja iaitu Zamirul
bersebelahan Tasik Zaman Zakaria, Lé serta
'Amp&ngam awal pagi ‘ i .
semalam.

Penc]ong Pengarah Operasi
Jabatan Bomba dan ;
‘Penyelamat Selangor Mohd
Sani Harul berkata, pihaknya “Operasi mencari dan
menerima panggilan ; menyelamat (SAR) berjaya
berhubung kejadian itu jam menemui mangsa di kawasan
10.22 malam sebelum lapan ~ puncak pada jam 2 34 pagi,”

latanya.
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3 sahabat sesat di Bukit Tabur ditemui selamat

AMPANG - Tiga sahabat
yang dipercayai tersesat ke-
tika mendald di Buldt Tabur,
di sini, lewat petang kelma-
rin, ditemui selamat, awal
pagi semalam,

Penolong Pengarah
Operasi Jabatan Bomba dan
Penyelamat Selangor, Mohd
Sani Harul, berkata, kesemua
mangsa berusia antara 16 ta-
hun dan 18 tahunitu ditemui
dilawasan hutan bersebelah-
an Tasik Ampangan padajam
2.34 pagi.

Menuruinya, tiga remaja
itu termasuk secrang remaja
perempuan dilhuatiri sesat
selepas dimaldumkan gagal
dihubungisehingga jam 7.22
malam.

“Pihak kami terima
panggilan daripada orang
awam memaldumlan kejadi-
anitupadajam 10,02 malam,’
latanya.

Mohd Sani berkata, se-
pasukan lapan anggota dari
Balai Bomba Ampang di-
gerakkan kelokasi bagimen-
cari mangsa.

Tiga sahabat yang dipercayai sesat ketika menjatankan alktiviti
pendakian di Bukit Tabur ditemui selamat.

“Operasi it turut di-
sertai anggota dari Jabatan

Perhutanan, polis, Pasukan

Gerakan Am (PGA) dan
Angleatan Pertahanan Awam
(APM).

“Pegawai bertugas me-
mulakanoperasimenyelamat
serta dibantu oleh agensi
berkaitan dengan keluatan

50 anggota yang dipecah-
kan kepada tiga kumpul-
an. Alhamdulillah, mereka
diternui selamat dan tidak
mengalami kecederaan,”
katanya.

Kesermua mangsa di-
serahkan kepada polis dan
Jabatan Perhutanan untulk
tindakan lanjut.
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Tiga remaja sesat di Bukit
Tabur ditemui selamat

AMPANG JAYA - Tiga rema-
ja yang dilaporkan sesat ketika
mendaki Bukit Tabur, Taman
Melawati di sini kelmarin dite-
mui selamat.

Ketiga-tiga mereka, Sa-
breena Saglin Suhaimi, 18;
Neufal Mugmin Rabu, 18, dan
Zamirul Zaman Zakirau, 16,
ditemui anggota bomba pada
pukul 2.34 pagi semalam.

Komander Operasi Balai
Bomba dan Penyelamat Am-
pang, Pegawai Bomba Kanan
2, Abdul Rashid Abdul Rah-
man berkata, pihaknya men-
erima panggilan kecemasan
daripada orang awam pada
pukul 10.02 malam.

Katanya, pengadu memak-
lumkan tiga orang rakan-
nya sesat di kawasan hutan
tersebut dan mereka gagal
dihubungi sejak pukul 7.22
malam.

“Kesemua 50 anggota ter-
diri daripada enam anggota
bomba bersama anggota
daripada pelbagai agensi
termasuk Polis Diraja Ma-
laysia Pasukan Gerakan Am,
Jabatan Pertahanan Awam
Malaysia dan Jabatan Per-
hutanan telah dipecahkan
kepada tiga kumpulan bagi
proses mencari dan menyela-
mat mangsa.

“Usaha mencari kesemua

mangsa akhirnya membuah-
kan hasil apabila mereka ber-

SABREENA (kiri), Neufal (dua dari kiri) dan Zamirul yang diternui

anggota bomba selepas sesat mendaki Bukit Tabur, Taman Melawati

kelmarin.

jaya ditemui pada pukul 2.34
pagi dalam keadaan selamat
dan tidak mengalami seba-
rang kecederaan di puncak
kawasan hutan bersebelahan
Tasik Ampangan,” katanya
ketika dihubungi Kosmo! di
sini semalam.

Menurut Abdul Rashid,
kesemua mangsa diserah-
kan kepada pihak polis dan

Jabatan Perhutanan bagi tin-
dakan lanjut.

“Saya ingin menasihatkan
orang awam Ssupaya tidak
sewenang-wenangnya  me-
masuki kawasan hutan se-
cara haram tanpa kelulusan
dari Jabatan Perhutanan
terlebih dahulu bagi mengel-
akkan perkara seumpama ini
berlaku lagi,” ujarnya.
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