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matter how one chooses to

go to a city centre for leisure or

services, one is bound to be a
pedestrian at some point.

Ideally, pedestrian-friendly urban

places would have a full range of

amenities within a 2km radius, which

Local authorities play a major role in
making towns and cities liveable and
walkable, There are laws and by-laws,
rules and development control plans to
facilitate the proper development of
cities and enforcement of those laws.

In turn, residents must be

takes less than 30 mi to walk,
including convenience stores, bakeries,
newsstands, cafes, restaurants, shops,
markets and parks or green spaces.

ponsibl ious and law-
abiding. Unfortunately, in reality this is
not so. In Malaysia, these laws are often
not complied with, resulting in

Pedestrian cities are i

phasised as part of ble urban
development. Car-free streets and public
squares allow people to walk freely,
interact socially or do their daily chores.

pedestrian being used as
parking bays for motorcycles and open
spaces treated as rubbish dumps.
Parking on pavements is part of the
bigger Malaysian malaise of non-

This adds vitality and to the
area.

Walkable, pedestrian-friendly cities
are not only economically and socially
productive, but also provide numerous
health and environmental benefits.

The prime example of a pedestrian
city is Venice, Italy, where cars are not
permitted to enter the city. Other
examples of popular European
pedestrian cities are Copenhagen and
Amsterdam. New York, San F i

D icipal rules such
as those governing waste management,
b and bidds :

Those who park illegally on walkways
either could not care less or believe that
they have justification to do so as there is
inadequate parking. But the lack of

_parking spaces does not give them the

right to encroach onto the space
dedicated to pedestrians.
Similarly, motorists who patk their

and Vancouver are noted to be walkable
cities too.
Melbourne, Australia, is often cited
« for its pedestrian friendliness. There,
one can see many.people walking
everyday, whether to stroll leisurely or
run errands or window shop with
friends. It becomes the norm for most
people to walk when they go to the city.
Important  factors encouraging
people to walk include the presence of
wide, even sidewalks, clearly marked
pedestrians’ right-of-way such as zebra
crossings, public spaces to rest, trees
providing shade and clean public toilets.

cars on pi in housing estates
claim that they minimise traffic
congestion by not blocking the road. But
good intentions do not absolve them
from the injustice they cause to
pedestrians who have no choice but to
walk on the road, putting them in harm's
way. Besides, the pavements are not
made to withstand the heavy loads of
vehicles.

The same goes for colonial period
shop houses that have five-foot ways
providing shelter for pedestrians from
the sun and rain. It is not fair for the
occupants to use the five-foot ways as
work, display or parking areas, leaving

ians first

Walkable,
pedestrian-
friendly cities
arenotonly
economically
and socially
productive, but
also provide
numerous
health and
environmental

benefits.

no room for pedestrians to walk.
Besides their unique and beautiful
architectural design, these shop houses
are suited for pedestrian-friendly uses.
They should be protected and
emphasised in the city’s pedestrian

plans. =

Our local authorities are beginning to
pay more attention to pedestrians and
cyclists. Although long overdue, it is
laudable that the Penang Island City
Council has initiated an education
campaign for motorists, especially
motorcyclists not to misuse pedestrian
wallways and bicycle lanes by parking

eir les ir ibly and

Way to go dearl seamted pahs for pedestrians and cyclists at Taman Tasil
Titiwangsa in Kuala Lumpur. — BERNAMAPIX

news and debate about the Penang
transport plan. Whichever future public
transport modes the Penang state
government will adopt, in the meantime,
we should improve the public bus
service with better coverage and more
direct routes.

Before implementing ambitious
plans like Bus Rapid Transit or light rail,
the city can expand and improve
priority, bus-only lanes so that they can
better stick to schedules. Enforcement
should make sure thatno cars are parked
at the designated bus stops.

Penang is famous for its historic

hi llent street food, and

illegally. Starting in January 2020, errant
motorcyclists will be fined RM300 for
doing so.

In fact, pedestrian wallways and
bicycle lanes should be separated and
clearly marked to prevent cyclists
colliding with pedestrians.

Pedestrian cities rely on efficient and
predictable public transport, decreasing
the need for private cars to go to the city
centre. There has been a great deal of

diverse culture. Emphasising better
pedestrian infrastructure, enforcing
rules on parking and wallkway use, and
improving the public transport system
will help make it a much better
pedestrian city. 2

Datuk Dr Goh Ban Lee is interested in
urban governance, housing and urban
planning. Comments:
letters@thesundaily.com
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Selangor yakin misi

negeri maju terc
By ]~ i

Shah Alam: Kerajaan Se-
langor yakin misi untuk
menjadikan negeri ini
maju dan unggul pada
2025 akan berjaya dicapai,
kata Menteri Besar, Datuk
Seri Amirudin Shari.
Beliau berkata, rakyat
perlu melupakan kegaga-
lan Wawasan 2020 yang
pernah mencetuskan se-
mangat kolektif rakyat
untuk mencapai cita-cita
bersama, sebaliknya be-
rusaha lebih gigih meng-
gerakkan Selangor ke
arah negeri maju.
“Dalam beberapa hari
lagi kita akan melangkah
memasuki tahun 2020. Sa-
ya tidak ingin membuat
ulasan mengenal kejaya-
an atau kegagalan Wawa-

_ san 2020.

“Apa yang lebih mena-
rik bagi saya adalah ba-
gaimana kita memahami
sesuatu cita-cita bersama
ini dapat memercikkan
aspirasi yang bukan ke-
palang untuk sebuah nusa
menggapai kemajuan.

“Dalam konteks inisaya
ingin mengajak kita se-
mua untuk mengembleng
tenaga menjadikan aspi-
rasi ‘Selangor Maju Ber-
sama’ sebagai citacita

Amirudin Shari

bersama demi mencapai
gagasan Selangor Negeri
Maju Unggul -2025°," ka-
tanya berucap pada Majlis
Perhimpunan  Bulanan
Kerajaan Selangor di De-
wan Jubli Perak Bangu-
nan Sultan Salahuddin
Abdul Aziz Shah di sini,
semalam. .

Amirudin berkata, Be-
lanjawan Selangor 2020
vang dibentangkan ba-
ru-baru ini, termasuk Da-
sar Kelulusan 100 hari’
akan dapat mempermu-
dahkan perniagaan, meng-
galakkan pelaburan dan
merancakkan potensi eko-
nomi negeri.

“Selangor mencatat ha-
sil pelaburan RMI16.4 bi-
lion dalam sektor pem-
buatan, antara Januari

apai

hingga September tahun
ini. Jumlah ini melepasi
sasaran pelaburan RMI10

" bilion yang ditetapkan.

“Pada tahun lalu, Se-
langor berjaya mencatat
pelaburan terbesar sepan-
jang 30 tahun RM18.9 bi-
lion, di sebalik kemelut pe-
rang dagang antara Ame-
rika Syarikat dengan Chi-
na dan kelembapan eko-
nomi global,” katanya.

Berecakap kepada pem-
berita kemudian, Amiru-
din berkata kerajaan ne-
geri menubuhkan jawa-
tankuasa tetap berkaitan
Orang Asli yang berpera-
nan sebagai perancang
dan pelaksana pembangu-
nan kelompok masyara-
kat terbabit di negeri ini.

Katanya, penubuhan ja-
watankuasa itu selaras
hasrat Sultan Selangor,
Sultan Sharafuddin Idris
Shah yang mahu masya-
rakat Orang Asli di negeri
ini lebih terbela.

“EXCO Hee Loy Sian
(EXCO Alam Sekitar, tek-
nologi Hijau, Sains, Tek-
nologi dan Inovasi dan
Hal Ehwal Pengguna)
akan mengetuai jawatan-
kuasa tetap ini mulai ta-

hun depan,” katanya.




