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Jangan aniaya haiwan,

serah pada PBT

Oleh MOHD. FADHLI MOHD.

SULAIMAN
fadhli.sulaiman@mediamulia.com.my

PETALING JAYA: Orang awam
diingatkan tidak menganiaya
haiwan termasuk anjing liar wa-
laupun keselamatan mereka te-
rancam atau terganggu dengan
bunyi bising,

Gangguan haiwan sepatutnya
dilaporkan kepada Pihak Berkua-
sa Tempatan (PBT) yang mengu-
ruskan masalah tersebut. Haiwan
termasuk anjing liar antara bina-

" tang dilindungi di bawah Akta

Kebajikan Haiwan 2015,

Presiden Persatuan Haiwan
Malaysia, Arie Dwi Andika berka-
ta, tiada masalah dalam aspek
hukuman dan penguatkuasaan
undang-undang sebaliknya ha-
nya sikap masyarakat yang masih
kurang prihatin tentang hak hai-
wan.

“Kita ambil contoh di Australia
yang menjalankan pengurusan
haiwan liar sangat baik.

“Kekangan dihadapi pertubu-
han bukan kerajaan (NGO) ketika
ini melibatkan provokasi sege-
lintir pihak yang kurang senang
dengan' kehadiran anjing liar,
malah ada suara-suara memper-
lekeh perjuangan hak haiwan,”
katanya ketika dihubungi Utusan
Malaysia di sini semalam.

Kelmarin, tular dalam media
sosial seorang lelaki membunuh
anjing liar dengan memanahnya
dalam kejadian di Alor Setar, Ke-
dah.

um lgjzj%'w &

Video itu terpapar menerusi
rakaman dalam kamera litar ter-
tutup (CCTV) menyebabkan dua
lelaki ditahan. ;

Senada dengan Arie Dwi,
Pengasas Malaysia Independent
Animal Rescue, T. Puspa Rani
berkata, sebagai NGO
tidak banyak yang
boleh  dilakukan
melainkan terus 5
memberi kese-
daran  kepada
masyarakat me-
lalui kempen.

“Ini bukan
perkara  ba-
haru dan apa-
bila berlaku
isu kezaliman
terhadap hai-
wan, perkara
sama berulang
seperti hukuman,
undang-undang, langkah
menangani yang agak
klise masa sekarang. Ma-
syarakat perlu dibimbing
kerana tahap kesedaran
masih rendah,” katanya.

ARIE Dwi Andika
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RM10,000 COMPOUND

‘SET CLEAR RULES ON 5.0.P. OFFENCES'

This can quell
discontent among
~ public, says expert

DHESEGAAN BALA KRISHNAN
KUALA LUMPUR

news@nst.com.my

XPERTS have urged the
government to issue
clear guidelines on of-
fences that are consid-
ered violations of the Movement
Control Order standard operating
procedures (SOP), as well as the
accompanying compounds.

This, they said, could go a long
way to quell the public’s discon-
tent over the maximum
RM10,000 compound, which
could be issued for SOP viola-
tions under the Emergency (Pre-
vention and Control of Infectious
Diseases) (Amendment) Ordi-
nance 2021

The ordinance states that com-
panies or corperations that vio-

* late the SOP can be fined up to
RMS50,000.

Criminelogist Associate Profes-
sot Datuk Dr P. Sundramoorthy
said the authorities needed to ad-
dress the public’s misconception
of the RM10,000 compound.

Having the public understand
the issue, he said, would not only
quell their misgivings and anger,
but also elicit better SOP com-
pliance.

“As it is now, the law requires
the police to issue the RM10,000
compound, but offenders are al-
lowed to appeal to district health
offices.

“District health offices must
wisely exercise their discretion to
ensure that the punishment fits

Enforcemm ,{;ﬁcers checking standard operating procedure compliance in Kuala Lumpur yesterday. pic 8y
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the nature of the offence.

“First-time offenders must be
given the opportunity to repent,
so a reduction can be considered
for them.”

Sundramoorthy, however, said
the minimum compound should
not be below RM1,000.

This, he said, was because
SOP violations were common-
place when the maximum com-
pound was previously set at

RM1,000 for individuals.

“The previous RM1,000 failed
to discourage people from flout-
ing the SOP.

“Repeat offenders, meanwhile,
must be slapped with tougher
penalties.”

+ He suggested tougher conse-
quences for repeat offenders,
such as an immediate jail term, if
they failed to settle their com-
pound after the appeal and re-

view process.

“Tougher enforcement should
also be pursued against organ-
isations lacking social responsi-
bility to minimise the risk of in-
fection.

“This includes premises that
provide diluted hand sanitiser
and those that fail to enforce
physical distancing.”

On March 11, the Prevention
and Control of Infectious Dis-

eases (Amendment) Ordinance
2021, which raised the penalty for
SOP flouters from RM1,000 to
RM10,000, came into force.

Senior Minister (Security Clus-
ter) Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri
Yaakob, on Saturday, said police
had no power to write any
amount lesser than RM10,000,
but added that compounds could
be appealed.

However, a groundswell of dis-
content had been brewing on so-
cial media, with Netizens claim-
ing that the RM10,000 compound
was “outrageous” and “draconi-
an’*

Data from the authorities, how-
ever, suggested that despite the
increased compound, SOP viola-
tions were still rife.

On Saturday, 109 patrons of an
entertainment outlet in Muar
were each issued a compound of
RM10,000 for breaking the SOP.

The overall compounds issued,
worth RML:13 million, was be-
lieved to be the largest in a single
operation since the maximum
compound was increased.

Crime analyst Kamal Affandi
Hashim said communication was

the key to remove misconcep- '

tions and change people’s mind-
set.

“Any attempt to change a
mindset has to begin with a clear
understanding of the reason why
a heavy penalty matters and how
the situational problem affects
an ordinary person.

“In this case, people are
confused that RM10,000 is the
actual amount that an offender
has to pay. :

“But it is only the ceiling. The
actual amount that has to be paid
is anything between RM1,000
and RM10,000 based on the ap-
peal and review process.”
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