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logi Universiti Keb Malay-
sia (UKM), Prof Madya Dr Hida-
yatulfathi Otman, berkata bakteria
Wolbachia wujud secara semula
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termasuk labah-labah dan nema-
tod. Ia tidak membahayakan ma-
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“Bakteria Wolbachia adalah ka-
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Beliaumengulas langkah Kemen-
terian Kesihatan menerusi Institut
Penyelidikan Perubatan (IMR) me-
lepaskan nyamuk aedes mengan-
dungi bakteria Wolbachia, di ka-
wasan tumpuan denggi, AU2 Ke-
ramat dan Seksyen 7 Shah Alam.

menyekat penularan berkenaan
kepada manusia,” katanya mene-
Tusi kelmarin.

Beliau berkata, kaedah Wolba-
chia disyorkan Pertubuhan Kesi-
hatan Sedunia (WHO) dan sudah

pakai beberapa negara se-
perti Australia, China, Indonesia,
Vietnam dan Singapura.
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MPAJ fights dengue using biological method :

By YVONNE T. NATHAN
yvonne.n@thestar.com.my

AS OF March 25, there were 992 dengue
cases reported within Ampang Jaya
Municipal Council (MPAY]), of which there
were three fatalities. This figure is lower than
last year’s number of cases, which was 2,105.

The hotspot areas include Pandan Indah,
Taman Cahaya, Bandar Baru Ampang’s Sri
Nilam Flats, Taman Melawati ], Taman Ukay
Bistari and Jalan Perdana 6/2 to 6/10.

Aside from conventional methods han-
dling dengue outbreak, MPA]J introduced
mosquitoes injected with the Wolbachia bac-
teria on March 28 as a biological method of
controlling Aedes mosquitoes reproduction.

MPA] president Abdul Hamid Hussain said
Taman Keramat AU2 was picked as the first
site for the release of the mosquitoes.

“The area was chosen by the Institute for
Medical Research and our health depart-
ment.
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“A total of 16,000 mosquitoes were
released in 300 spots around Taman
Keramat AU2 for the first batch.

“We will also focus on back lanes starting
with Pandan Jaya and Taman Sage with the
Clean Back Lanes Free of Aedes Programme
as they are potential breeding grounds for
mosquitoes,” he said.

MPAJ councillors Hamsah Djabir and
Edmund Woon Thean Siang raised an issue
with businesses taking advantage of their
licences.

“I have seen a trend recently of businesses
misusing the licences they have applied for
by switching their names and the nature of
their business,” said Hamsah.

‘Woon said business premises need to be
revisited as many did not follow the bylaws
by tinting or covering their glass windows.

Abdul Hamid said the council would take
action against business premises flouting the

- rules.

After the floods on March 19, MPA] had

directed the Sungai Besi-Ulu Kelang Elevated
Expressway contractors to build three reten-
tion ponds at the Taman Bukit Teratai site.

“The retention ponds are there as sedi-
ment control to mitigate floods because the
area was flooded on two occasions.

“The work will be completed by Sunday
and the three ponds are staggered with the
first a natural pond, and the third placed
closer to the residential area.

“An overflow drain is also connected to
the retention pond behind the terrace houses
to enlarge the drain linking to the main
drain,” he said.

Another matter raised was monkeys from
the Bukit Sungai Puteh Forest Reserve com-
ing into the Kampung Ampang Indah
residential area in search of food.

“We have to call the Selangor Wildlife and
National Parks Department to catch the mon-
keys and release them back into its natural
habitat,” said MPA] deputy president
Hasrolnizam Shaari.




