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STARMETRO, SATURDAY 24 FEBRUARY 2018

News 3

MPA]): Schoalggnwaéhalls ready for poIIs

60 venues approved as polllng stations for Ampang Jaya and Pandan seats

“He added that the list of halls and.
A schools that will be used had been >
G E 4 approved by the Election Dewan Da?_o
I Commiselon Ahmad Razali in
out and schoolshave -
Gear up for election been designated as pollng tations Kampung Melayu
or the ang parliamentary seat
with 22 vexl\’ues alilocated fararﬂ}:e Ampang and Dewar3
By SHALINI RAVINDRAN Pandan seat. Perbandaran MPA]J in
shaliniravindran@thestar.com.m He added that MPA] was .
e i e Pandan Indah will be

ALL community halls under manpower in preparation for the
Ampang Jaya Municipal Council's general election. used_ as POth the
(MPA)) jurisdiction have undergone “About 900 or 98% of MPA] staff nomination and
maintenance and upgrading works  will be involved in clerical work or .
in preparation for the 14th General ~ general workers, managerial duties countmg centres.
Election. as well as observers during

Council president Abdul Hamid nomination and polling days,” Abdul Hamid Abdul Hussain
Abdul Hussain said about 60 halls Abdul Hamid said.
and schools would be used as In an unrelated matter, Abdul
polling venues for the Ampang Jaya  Hamid said disabled homeowners a total of 319 dengue cases with one
and Pandan parliamentary seats. will enjoy a 50% special relief off death so far this year.

“The Dewan Dato Ahmad Razali their assessment tax for their Three locations have been
in Kampung Melayu Ampang and properties as per a directive from identified as dengue hotspots —
Dewan Perbandaran MPAJ in the state government. including several areas in Pandan
Pandan Indah will be used as both “To date we have approved 31 Perdana, Jalan Jelatek and Taman
the nomination and countmg applications since 2017. However, Ukay Perdana.
centres. the discount is only applicable for Measures to control the spread

“Repair works like fixing of 2017 and 2018 fees,” he said. - have been taken, including search-
the roofs, electrical system and The council has opened up and-destroy (breeding ground) ,
installing fans were done at Taman  applications for Ramadan bazaar Clean Back Alley — Aedes Free
Putra community hall and Dewan ‘permits, with a total of 1,501 lots Programme as well as the Zero R PN
Dato Tahir Karim,” he said after available in 23 locations throughout ~ Larvae Operation with the Hulu Voters waiting their turn at a polling centre during the last general election
chairing a full board meeting at the municipality. ; Langat and Gombak Health in 2013. Thirty-eight polling stations have been fixed for the Ampang
MPAJ's headquarters. Meanwhile, the council recorded ~ Department. parliamentary seat and 22 venues for the Pandan seat — filepic
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Bukit Batu Chondong, Ampang

Muka Surat
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'STARMETRO, SATURDAY 24 FEBRUARY 2018

By PHOENIX TRAILS
metro@thestar.com.my

Where

Bukit Batu Chondong,
Ampang

Activities: Hiking

Geti

Bukit Batu Chondong, Jalan Taman
Zooview, Kampung Kemensah,
Ampang Jaya. To get to the trailhead
search for Bukit Batu Chondong
(entrance) on Google Maps

g there

FOLLOWING the closure of Tabur
East/West to hikers, a lesser-known
peak along the Tabur ridge, named
Bukit Batu Chondong (BBC), is now
being discovered by hikers. Access is
via Kemensah, heading towards the
all-terrain vehicle (ATV) area after
Zoo Negara.

The trailhead is just beside the
road, near the mountain bike (MTB)
centre. As it is a narrow, windy road,
we were careful to park at a spot
that would not obstruct traffic.

Our adventure to this obscure
Tabur cousin starts with an uphill
climb following a chain link fence on
the left. Heads low, we ducked our
way through a dense bamboo grove.

A signpost pointed the way to the
peak (straight ahead) or to the Batu
Asah waterfall on the left.

We stayed on target and soon
encountered our first obstacle, a
narrow climb between two boulders,
along the edge of the drop. The path

——

&

turned inwards as we scrambled up
more rocky surfaces. Rounding a final
corner, we were confronted by a 5m
rock wall

On the far right, a tree with thick
trailing roots appeared to be our tick-
et to the peak. Using the ropes and -
roots, we climbed up, squeezing into
the tiny space between the tree and
rock, before hoisting ourselves up.
over the rock onto the narrow ledge.
It took 10 minutes for all five of us to
get past this portion.

At the top, we saw an extended
peal on a nearby outcrop. Getting.
there required scrambling up and
down more rocks to reach the 260m
viewpoint. The skeletal trees on this.
small, uneven, racky mound made a
stark contrast against the green
backdrop of forest and prominent
quartz ridge.

Heading back down, we found an
alternative and faster route. Securing
ourselves with the rope, we descend-
ed the vertical drop by lowering our-
selves, bracing our feet on the side of
the rock and it barely took a minute,

Spotting another peak along the
ridge on the opposite side, we made
another five-minute detour and were
rewarded with yet another view of
the Titiwangsa range,

The return journey was quick, with
everyone clearing the rocky portions
easily. Back at the signpost, we
headed down the waterfall route.
Lined with tall bamboo trees;, the dirt
trail got wider, marked with deep ruts
due to ATV activity. While the undu-
lating terrain was not strenuous, we
turned back after 15 minutes due to
time constraints.

BBC is a short but interesting hike
with challenging obstacles. A hike to
the summit takes 20 to 30 minutes.
Set aside at least one hour fora
round trip to explore all the peaks
along the ridge.
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Saya perlu ikut
protokol-Iskandar

Adun Pas tunggu
malklum balas
Sallehin Mulkhyi

AHMAD ISMADI ISMAIL

dun Pas masih
Amenunggu maldumn

balas mengenai
tindakan Pesurihjaya Pas
Selangor, Sallehen Mulkhyi
yang berhasrat untuk
mengadakan pertemuan
dengan Menteri Besar

Selangor, Datuk Seri t
Mohamed Azmin Al Iskandar (dua kanan) merasmikan jentera Road Sweeper yang ba
berhubung isu peruntukan ~ pembersihan. ;
kawasan yang masih belum
diterima. ‘(Mohamed Azmin), sayate-  Perjanjian Perkhidmatan
Adun Chempaka, Datuk  ngah tunggu maldum balas ~ Pengurusan Pembersihan
Iskandar A Samadmengalaii  daripadaSallehen, beliausu-  Awam Diantara MPAJ dan
sehingga kini Adun Pas di  dahjumpa ke tidak. KDEB Waste Management
Selangor masih belum me- “Saya perlu ikut protokol ~ Sdn Bhd di Menara MPA]
nerimaperuntukandaripada  dalam parti kerana Sallehen  Pandan Indah, semalam.
kerajaan negeri. adalah Pesuruhjaya Pas Iskandar berkata, beliau
“Saya dimaklumkan Selangor’ katanya selepas  selalu berjunpa Mohamed
Sallehen pak jumpa MB  Majlis Menandatangani Azmin atas urusan kerja.

S a4[>{18
T

kal digunakan MPAJ untuk kerja

“Dua kali seminggu saya
jumpa beliau, saya sudah ta-
nyadansuarakan berhubung
isu ini, tetapi benda sebegini
haruslah ikut protokol, lebih
bailcPas Selangor sendiri ber-
jumpa dan mendapatkan
satu keputusan yang dapat
kita = selesaikan,"katanya.




