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-~ Gesa laksana garis panduan

MPA] mohon Kastam beri penerangan lebih jelas berhubung tuntutan GST, elak sebarang kekeliruan

PANDAN, INDAH - Majlis
Perbandaran Ampang Jaya (MPAJ)
menggesa Jabatan Kastam Diraja
Malaysia (Kastam) memberi pe-
neranganlebihjelas berhubungpro-

Yangdipertua MPAJ, Abd Hamid
Hussain berkata, pihak berkuasa
tempatan (PBT) perlu diberi pe-
nerangan berkaitan GST yangboleh
dituntut semula serta perkara yang
tidak boleh dituntut.

“Kita telah kemukakan penyata
kepada Kastam sebanyak RMS5 juta,
setakat ini jumlah itu belum di-
kembalikan kepada MPAJ;’ katanya.

_ el

Abd Hamid ‘turut menafikan
dakwaan yang mengatakan PBT
menghantar penyata GST yang

“Dakwaan semua tuntutan itu ti-
dak boleh dibayar kerana kita salah
tuntutituadalahtidakbenar. Penyata
tuntutan itumungkin terdapatsedikit
kesilapanyang tak disengajakanatau
berlaku sedikit kekeliruan, katanya.

Menurutnya, berilaitan dalwa-
anitubeliau gesaKastamlaksanakan
satu garis panduan untuk mengelak
perkara berkenaan berulang.

“Apa yang kita bayar (GST) ke-
pada pihak Kastam adalah hasil
lutipan daripada rakyatuntukpem-
bangunandankemudahanmereka...

bukan untuk altiviti komersial atau
keuntungan.

“Kelewatan tuntutan bayar ba-
lik GST ini boleh jejaskan operasi
dan pengurusan MPAJ. Ia juga se-
cara tak Jangsung boleh menjejas-
kanperkhidmatan kitauntukrakyat,’
katanya. i

Sebelum ini, Ketua P h

Kastam, Datuk Seri T Subromaniam
dalam satu kenyataan memaklum-
kan, GSTyang dianggarkan melebihi
RM36jutayangdibuatoleh 12PBT di
Selangor tidak dapat dilaksanakan

bagai block input tax

yang tidak dibenarkan undang-un-

dang walaupun GST dikenakan se-

masa pembelian. :
Subromaniam menjelaskan di

bawah peruntukan undang-un-

- dang jabatan itu berhak menahan

= ABD HAMID

pembayaran sebarang
tuntutan jika terdapat
keraguanataupemnyata-
anyang meragukan.
Beliau turut kesal
dengan dakwaan tidak
berasas seolah-olah

persepsi- negatif ter-
hadap jabatan itu.
Namun pihaknya
bersedia menyelesaikan perkara itu
dan semua PBT diberikanmasa tiga
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Highway on track despite inifial setbacks
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Steadily
taking shape

‘Construction work on the 24.0km

East Klang Valley Expressway (EKVE) is
25% complete and on track for its launch
in September 2019. >28&3

An aerial view taken in 2014 with arrows showing the proposed alignment of EKVE.
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Heavy rain led to silt flowing into
Sungai Langat through two tributar-
ies, namely Sungai Sub and Sungai
Michu, causing increased muddi-
ness in the river water.

Mohd Khalid said EKVE was part
of the missing link for the eastern
region of the Kuala Lurnpur Outer
Ring Road (KLORR).

“KLORR was planned much earli-
er as a traffic dispersal scheme.

“For KLORR to be effective, the

second phase of EKVE will also have
to be completed from Ukay Perdana
to the International Islamic :
University Malaysia in Gombak.
“We have submitted an alterna-

A brick wall has been built to prevent surface run-off water
from the EKVE project site.

Highway on track
despite initial setbacks

EKVE developer submits new alignment option for phase 2 to Government

Regular desilting
works are carried
outatthe

retention ponds
along the EKVE.
 project site.

By SHALINI RAVINDRAN 24.1km, from Sungai Long in Mohd Khalid said the company together with the Selangor Water
shaliniravindran@thestar.com.my Ka]ang to Ukay Perdanain would build retention ponds along ~ Management Authority (Luas) and
Ampang. the alignment as we]l assilt fences,  Drainage and ation

'WITH only two years left until “Most of it is constructed over “Ths is to ensure that any sur- Department (DID) as well as
the completion of phase one undulating terrain or elevated land.  face water runoff from the highway other agencies.
of the East Klang Valley Expressway “About 35% of the highway in is filtered before being discharged “Sungai Michu will be lined with
(EKVE), the tramewurk of the high-  Package 1 is made up of bridges to into the river,” he said, adding that  concrete for 400m to reduce the
way is slowly taking ensure lessland istaken up and to  the discharge would be minimum risk of soil erosion,” Mohd Khalid

Despite being delayed mmally by  minimise damage to the surround-  Class 2, as instructed by the said.

jections from environmental ing areas. We are ]usltahng strips Environment Department. This comes after Luas has identi-

groups and people living close to (of 1and) along the way, ” he said. “Supplementary measure$ fied the construction of the EKVE
the site, the project is 25% complete Package 1 stretches from include stationing erergency and other development projects as
and the highway is expected to be i Long to Sungai Michu, response teams (ERT) in areas of among the contributors to water
ready by September 2019. while Package 2 will continue to high flood risk such as Sungai shortages in several areas in Kuala

EKVE Sdn Bhd senior general " Perdana. P: Michu and Sungai Sub in Hulu Lumpur caused by the deteriora-
manager Mohd Khalid Mohamed comprise the upgrading of Jalan Langat. tion in water quality of Sungai
said the highway would stretch ‘Ukay Perdana. “We are monitoring this area Langat earlier this year.

tive alignment to m?etf\er;f‘al National Forestry Act 1985 and the : .

Government so that the KLORR can  forest area was replaced on a one- " 4@

e il e e . Supplementary

“The previous alignment was “We bought over 120ha of land measures include sta-
rejected as it would be behind the between the Ulu Langatand S
§31g1g,(}le1ates Dam ax&d the Quartz Ampang forest reserves so that it tionlng emergency re-

e,” he explained. will be a contiguous area,” he :

The RM1.55bil EKVE will be a explained, ; sponse teams in areas
dual carriageway with toll plazas at The forest reserve is part of the of high flood risk.
fivei nges, namely Sungai Selangor State Park and was gazet- ¥
Long, Bandar Mahkota Cheras, Hulu  ted in 2005 in conjunction with its 3
Langat, Ampang and Ukay Perdana  Developed State status, Mohd Khalid
interchanges. In February 2014, the Selangor Mohamed

Commenting on the degazette- Forestry Department degazetted
ment and excision of part of the for-  106.65ha of the Ampang Forest
est reserve, Mohd Khalid said it was ~ Reserve for the construction of
carried out in accordance with the EKVE.

Workers building the base for the elevated EKVE highway.
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MANY were upset when it was
announced that the East Klang
Valley Expressway (EKVE) project
would see the degazetting of
106.6ha of the Ampang Forest
Reserve.

The public were concerned that
the construction of the EKVE
would lead to the deterioration of
Taman Rimba A

The playground too was in terri-
ble shape with broken swings and
damaged rubber mats.

The wooden gazebos were rot-
ting and in need of a fresh coat of

paint, while some structures were

completely unrecognisable from
their original condition.

EKVE Sdn Bhd senior general
Mohd Khalid

The recreational park, popularly
known as‘Bukit Belacan, is the
main access to the forest reserve
and used to be popular among
families and birdwatchers.

But the past several years had
seen the place become increasing-
ly disused due to the lack of main-
tenance or upgrading efforts.

The ongoing EKVE project,
which traverses the edge of Taman
Rimba Ampang, had also caused -
the number of visitors to dwindle.

During a StarMetro visit, only
the sounds of heavy machi

said the company had proposed to
the local authorities to upgrade the
Taman Rimba Ampang and

offered to bear the costs as part of -

EKVE’s corporate social responsi-
bility effort.

“At present, the condition of
Taman Rimba Ampang has
reached a state where it is incon-
venient for those wishing to enjoy
the area,” he said.

He said, however, the park
should be fully closed for the
upgrading work, in view of safety
and envir  concerns.

y
rang out in the otherwise quiet
forest.

Most of the facilities, such as the
toilets and changing rooms, were
in a deplorable condition.

There were no lights and even
_the windows and doors were bro-
ken.

Copyright © 1995-2017 Star Media Group Berhad (ROC 10894D)

It was proposed that Taman
Rimba Ampang was to be closed to
the public from Jan 5 last year to
May 5, 2019.

But after facing strong objection
Dby the public, it was decided that
the recreational park would
remain open during the EKVE

2 ‘ \, N ;
Dilapidated amenities coupled with ongeing construction of the EKVE high-

way at the Taman Rimba Ampang has caused fewer visitors at the once
popular park. — LOW BOON TAT/ The Star

construction phase. )
“We have done all the necessary
measures including proper irriga-
tion and prevention of soil ero-
sion. % .
“Apart from silt fences and silt
traps, we have covered the slopes
with tarpaulin and placed sand-
bags as a precautionary meas-

ures,” said Mohd Khalid about
EKVE efforts to minimise damage
to the recreational park.

The Ampang forest reserve is
part of Selangor State Park classi-
fied as Rank 1 Environmentally
Sensitive Area (ESA) under the
National Physical Plan and accord-
ed the highest status of protection.
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Canopy operator now
using public hall as storage

IT WAS once a public hall used by
residents of Taman Putra, Ampang,
for weddings and sports events.

Now, the facility has become a
storage for canopies and tables by a
business operator. :

The residents held a protest to
express their disappointment over
the thoughtless act of a businessman
who took hold of the hall.

In October last year, Ampang Jaya
Municipal Council (MPA]) demol-
ished an illegal structure next to the
hall that was used to store canopies
and tables.

However, the activity resumed
early this year, but this time, the hall
dtself became a store house.

Pandan MCA division chairman
Datuk Leong Kok Wee said that in
January, a person in charge of the
hall told the residents to stop all the
activities because of termite infesta-
tion. Z

However, the residents grew sus-
picious when they saw the same
canopy business operator storing

_the equipment in the hall.

. “The residents are angry because
the public hall has been misused.
Every night, the lights and fans are
switched on,” said Leong.

The frustrated residents are
urging Local Government, New
Village Development and Legalising
of Factories Committee chairman
Ean Yong Hian Wah, Pandan MP
Rafizi Ramli and Teratai assembly-
man Tiew Way Keng to give an
answer to this problem.

The residents also planned to col-
lect signatures from those against
the illegal operation and submit it to
MPAJ. /

Leong said if the local council and
the elected representative did not
address the matter, the residents
would report it to the Malaysian
Anti-Corruption Commission.

Taman Putra Residents
Association chairman Addie Chong
demanded that the authorities take
the complaints seriously and see for
themselves what the hall had been
turned into.

“This hall is meant for the resi-

Leong says residents want the
authorities to put a stop to the misuse
of the hall.

dents’ use for weddings, celebration
and sporting events, but we cannot
use it as it has turned into a storage.
“This is an unacceptable act and
someone must be held accountable,”
said Chong. — By INTAN MAWARNI

Canopies, tablecloth, chairs and tables stored in the hall prevent resi-
dents from using the facility.




