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THE first full board meeting for the Ampang
Jaya Municipal Council (MPA]) hit a snag
when a disagreement broke out among the

councillors regarding the division of the zones

among the political parties.

This, and the selection of councillors who
will sit in different MPA] committees was on
the agenda for the meeting following the
swearing-in of councillors for the new term.

The division of zones among the councillors -

will only be endorsed at the next full board
meeting in August, said council president
‘Abdul Hamid Abdul Hussain.

PKR party whip D. Nallan said further dis-
cussion was needed with other party whips
before the decision was endorsed.

“There is still some disagreement over the
allocation of zones to the different parties, so
itis best that we discuss it first,” he said.

There was, however, no dispute regarding
the zones allocated to DAP under the Teratai
state seat.

DAP party whip Mohamad Samot @ Samat
said any further delay would disrupt plans to
help the community.

“I recommended for several names to be
switched within the zones allocated to us, and
it was approved.

“We cannot afford to have any delays and
now, we can continue with our programmes,”
he said.

Abdul Hamid instructed the party whips to
discuss the matter before the environmental
and community health committee meeting
takes place on Aug 10.

Earlier at the swearing-in ceremony, 23
councillors including council president Abdul
Hamid Abdul Hussain took their oath of
office.

There are nine councillors from PKR, two
from Parti Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia
(Bersatu) and six each from DAP and i

Out of the new line-up, 25% are women,
failing to meet the Government’s aspiration
for 30% female representation at the poli-
cy-making level:

The six women councillors are Salmah
Ismail, Haslina Abin, Suzana Shaharudin and
Nor Hayati Haron from PKR, as well as Tan
Swee Boon (DAP) and Nor Aliza Abdul Latif

Discontent over division of
zones after swearing-in

president tells party whips

Abdul Hamid (centre, in pink baju melayu) and deputy president Hasrolnizam Shaari (beside Abdul Hamid) with the new councillors who will be
serving MPA] and its ratepayers until December 2020. — AZHAR MAHFOF/The Star

(Amanah).

Salmah and Tan previously served as coun-
cillors while the others are all new to the job.

In total, MPAJ has 16 new faces in its line-up
of councillors for the new term, ending Dec
31, 2020.

Seven councillors were reappointed.

There is one vacant seat which has yet to be
filled by the Selangor government.

The one non-governmental organisation
(NGO) councillor was Lee Wee Ngiap.

The new councillors for this term are
Nallan(PKR), Ho Kam Fook (PKR) while Ten

Kiat Loong, Chua Yew Choong and R.
Moganraj are from DAP.

The councillors from Amanah are Mohd
Aris Ismail, Shamsul Ma’arif Ismail, Mchd
Anuar Mohd Yusof, K. Thanabal and Abdul
Aziz Abd Jalal while Hasli Sazali and Zulkifli
Ibrahim are from Bersatu.

Out of the grmép, Nallan and Chua have
previously served as councillors.

Ten, 28, who is the youngest councillor, has
big plans and wants to help MPA]J improve in
its dealings with the people.

“One of the issues I will be focusing on is

boosting the use of social media and ICT when
intéracting with the council.

“The MPAJ website, for example, should be
more mobile-friendly as not many people use
desktop to access it.

“It will also be easier for people to lodge
complaints or find out information,” said Ten,
who has a Masters in Science and Urban
Planning from the National Taiwan
University.

Nallan, who served from 2009 until 2012,
said he was keen to look into issues pertaini
to illegal money lending and gambling dens.




