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Pandan MCA tells local councils

LOCAL councils in Selangor have to
buck up on its primary task of keep-
ing its areas clean or the Pandan
MCA will get the Malaysian Ant-
Corruption Commission (MACC) to
check why this is happening.

Pandan MCA chief Datuk Leong
Kok Wee said he would give the
councils two weeks to shape up.

He added that about RM1bil was
spent on domestic waste collection
and cleaning up work but it was not
up to par.

“It is not only happening in
Ampang Jaya, but at almost all areas
including Shah Alam, Subang Jaya
and Puchong.
~ “Thave been collecting data from
other MCA branch representatives
and they have said that the cleaning
of drains in many residential and
commercial areas have not been
done for a very long time,” he said in
a press conference in Pandan Jaya,
Ampang. g

He said the Ampang Jaya
Municipal Council (MPA]) spent
RM5mil a month on domestic waste
collection and general cleaning, with

the latter taking up most of the costs.

“This is equivalent to RM60mil a
year but clogged drains are still
everywhere including in Pandan
Indah, Taman Putra, Bandar Baru
Ampang and Pandan Perdana.

Leong said as drains were cleaned
up only after complaints were made,
he decided to take the matter higher
up:
“If the councils do not address the
issue within two weeks, we will
lodge a report with the MACC,” he
said.

Pandan Jaya resident Happy Tan,
62, said the drains in the busy com-
mercial centre had not been cleaned
for over three months.

“There is always a foul smell from
the drains that are clogged with
grease and other debris.

“I have even see the cleaners
blowing dried leaves into the drains,
which are not collected later,” he
added.

Action also was not taken against
premises owners who closed up
drains in front of their offices with
cement.

Leong (right) during a visit to several
areas in Pandan Jaya where the
drains had not been cleaned for

at least three months.
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The access to Bukit Kembara in Taman TAR was fenced up for the second time last year because

of land ownership issues.

In a huff over
trail closure -

Bukit Kembara hikers bearing the brunt
of council’s lack of transparency

Citycism
SHALINI RAVINDRAN

'WHILE I huffed and puffed with every step,
64-year-old Sunny Low looked as cool as a
cucumber as we made our way up the Bukit
Kembara hiking trail in Taman Tun Abdul
Razak (Taman TAR), Ampang.

The great outdoors and Thave not been
the best of friends lately, so endurance and
stamina have been in short supply.

But for Low and many of his neighbours,
‘hiking up Bukit Kembara is an escape and
opportunity to keep themselves fit.

‘There is no official name for the trail, but -
‘hikers have nicknamed it “Bukit Kembara”.

It is referred to as the Ampang
Impounding Reservoir trail as the hike leads
to an old, disused reservoir surrounded by
the Ampang Forest Reserve.

It is believed to be the first water supply
reservoir in Kuala Lumpur completed in
1892 and was operational until the 1970s.

‘While there is another access via nearby
Bukit Indah, the Taman TAR entry point is
more popular among hikers as the former is
quite steep.

The trail leads to a picturesque site of the
old reservoir dubbed “the lake” by regulars,
and it is a relatively strenuous (for me, at
least) but short hike to the top.

At the top, it is a 360-degree walk around
the lake with a mini waterfall surmundedhy
lush forest.

There is even a lookout point that
stretches to the middle of the lake that was
used to measure the reservoir’s water level.
Now, it is a favourite spot for anglers and
photography enthusiasts.

Simply put, it is a charming spot for every-
one, from nature lovers, ju:@e trekkers, dog
walkers, bird watchers to senior citizens.

Herpetologists (specialists in reptiles and
amphibians) occasionally organise walks to

24218

visit the place during field trips.

Hikers have enjoyed unrestricted access to
the trail for more than 30 years, so it was dis-
appointing when the Taman TAR access
point was suddenly closed off several times
since last year.

It was reported in August last year that
the route was illegally closed off by residents
citing safety concerns. The fence was
removed by Ampang Jaya Municipal Council
(MPA]) following complain

However, on Oct 11, it was discovered that
the route was again fenced up, this time with
a signboard stating that the land belonged to
a private developer. Once again, it was
deemed illegal and removed.

At the time, MPA] stated that the narrow
strip of land between two bungalows was
state land.

However, the closure on March 1 received
approval from MPA], stating that it was pri-
vately owned land.

The metal fencing is a-stark intrusion to
the forested area, with its cemented bricks,
barbed wire and poles drilled into rocks cut-
ting across a stream.

These inconsistent statements by the coun-
cil drew confusion and the necessity for the
fence remains a mystery.

There is no indication that the closure is a
sign that any development will take place.

‘While respect should be given to the right-
ful owners of the land, it was the abrupt clo-
sure that did not sit well with most people.

Low, who has hiked up the trail daily for
the past 10 years, said it was the lac.k nf

that was most

“We have always had a close relationship
with the council. When there were any signs
of soil erosion or fallen trees, we would Z
inform them.

“Hikers also help to maintain the trail and
it is a gathering spot for us,” he said.

A recent peaceful protest and petition
campaign failed to have any :

There has been no indication on why the
fence was put up or if any leeway will be
given for the use the trail.

For now, those who can e the more
difficult trail can have access to the reservoir
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5 EARTH HOUR WITH MPA]
Ampang Jaya Municipal Council (MPAJ)
is hosting the Ampang 2018 Earth
Hour Celebration today at Melawati -
Mall, Taman Melawati, Ampang, from
6pm to 10pm. Activities include a
treasure hunt, stargazing and lantern
handicraft sessions, as well as a talk
on energy saving. For details, call
03-4285 7012 / 019-360 0723.
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